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Current CONNMO Council Members

Samantha Moses (Deputy Chair), Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association

Naomi Riley (CONNMO Secretariat*), Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation Meredith Cummins, Cancer Nurses
Society of Australia

Sally Sara, Australian and New Zealand Urological Nurses Society Julia Morphet, College of Emergency Nurses
Australasia

Jen Bichel-Findlay, Nursing and Midwifery Digital Health Network

Vacant positions x2**

*Secretariat holds a permanentx2 place on Council

**Alison Weatherstone, Australian College of Midwives, and Anita
Taylor, Australia and New Zealand Orthopaedic Nurses Australia, served on Council to October 2025 when their
terms of service were completed.

CoNNMO Council Meetings

A CoNNMO Council meeting was held online on 21 July 2025. At this meeting, the Council:

reviewed council member nominations for positions becoming vacant since the previous meeting,

welcomed Louise Wightman, Chair of Maternal Child and Family Health Nurses Australia, to Council

confirmed successful nomination of Samantha Moses to CoNNMO Council Chair and Alison Weatherstone to
CoNNMO Council Deputy Chair

set the agenda for the October 2025 member meeting

discussed and agreed upon invited guests and potential speakers for the member meeting

discussed streamlining member meeting registration and member reports

CoNNMO Council meets online four times a year, prior to and following each member meeting. Agendas are
developed and minutes recorded for all meetings. The next meeting of Council will be held online in December 2025.

CoNNMO Council Nominations and Elections
Nominations for two Council positions are currently being sought by the Secretariat. The period for nominations has
closed and a secret ballot will be conducted to finalise the successful candidates.

Alison Weatherstone, Australian college of midwives and Anita
Taylor, Australia and New Zealand Orthopaedic Nurses Australia, served on Council to October 2025 when their
terms of service were completed. Alison Weatherstone has resigned from her position with the Australian College of
Midwives and is no longer eligible to re-nominate. Anita Taylor advised she would be standing down from council at
the end of her term of service.

CoNNMO council would like to acknowledge and thank Anita and Alison for their contributions to CoNNMO as
Council members.
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CoNNMO Membership
The CoNNMO Secretariat has not received any new membership applications or withdrawals since the last CONNMO
member meeting.

The total number of CONNMO member organisations remains at 63.

CoNNMO Member Representative Meeting
On Friday 3 Oct 2025, a hybrid CONNMO member meeting was held at ANMF NSWNMA, New South Wales, and via
videoconference.

The meeting was attended by 38 member representatives, 19 observers from member organisations and other
nursing and midwifery stakeholders and 7 guest presenters.

The meeting  was chaired by Council Chair, Samantha Moses, and commenced with  a  welcome to
members, introductions and an Acknowledgement of Country.

The Secretariat report provided updates on changes to CONNMO Council. This included:
- A welcometo Dr Louise Wightman, Chair of Maternal Child and Family Health Nurses Australia to
Council, and announcement of the appointment of Samantha Moses to Council Chair and Alison Weatherstone
to Council Deputy Chair as a result of positions becoming vacant in June 2025.
- Upcoming vacant positions on Council.
- Updated registration processes for member meetings

The meeting included updates by:

- Adjunct Professor (Practice) Alison McMillan PSM, the Commonwealth Chief Nursing and Midwifery
Officer (CCNMO);
Natalie Bekis, Assistant Secretary, Workforce Planning and Strategies Branch, Commonwealth Department of

Health Disability and Ageing;

Shevaun O’Loghlen, Policy Manager — Midwifery and Jane Motley, Senior Policy Manager, Nursing and
Midwifery, Ahpra;

- Alan Merritt, Director Accreditation Services, Australian  Nursing and Midwifery Accreditation
Council (ANMAC);

Annie Butler, Federal Secretary at the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation (ANMF)

Guest presentations were provided by:
- Annie Butler — How to pitch to government to make your voice heard
- Jemma Still (Cancer Nurses Society Australia), Dr Louise Wightman (Maternal Child and Family Health Nurses
Australia) and Alison Weatherstone (Australian College of Midwives) — Shared experiences of Governance
and organisational growth to support capacity building of member organisations.

The meeting papers, including the agenda, meeting minutes, the CONNMO Chair and Secretariat Report, and
CoNNMO member reports have been sent to CONNMO member representatives and are available on the CONNMO
website.

The next CONNMO member meeting is tentatively scheduled for Friday 27 March 2026. This will be an online
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meeting.

Communications

The CoNNMO distribution list and website are maintained by the Secretariat. The CoNNMO website provides
information about the on-going work of CONNMO and our respective CONNMO member organisations. Meeting
papers are also available via the website.

To streamline communications, it is essential the secretariat has the correct contact details for your organisation.
Please contact the CONNMO Secretariat with any changes to the member representative for your organisation to
ensure you receive CONNMO correspondence.

Secretariat Team Overview
The ANMF perform the Secretariat role of CONNMO. This includes organising and attending Council and Member
Representative meetings, attending to meeting papers, maintaining CONNMO files, coordinating correspondence,
maintaining the CONNMO website, responding to enquiries, liaising with the Australian Government Department of
Health Disability and Ageing regarding the CONNMO funding agreement and CONNMO reports, maintaining financial
records and accounts.
This is a team effort, and you may receive communications from different members of the team at times. The
Secretariat team consists of:

- Naomi Riley, ANMF Strategic Lead - Midwifery;

- Heidi Hosking, ANMF Lead — Information, Digital, Events and Partnerships Services
Nisha Karmur, Cassandra Brockman and Kristy Male — ANMF Administrative and Digital Support
Dorothy Abicic, ANMF Senior Finance Officer
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